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UNITEDNATIONSCHILDREN'SFUND(UNICEF)

LETTERFROMTHEEXECUTIVEBOARD

Honorabledelegates,

ItismyutmostpleasuretowelcomeyoutoTheCENMUN2017!

I'mhonoredandexcitedtodirecttheUNICEFcommitteeandlook

forwardtomeetingyouall.TotheMUNveteransoutthere,Ihope

you'llhaveanenrichingdebateandtothenewcomers,I'mreally

excitedtobeapartofyourexperience.

WhatIdesirefromthedelegatesisnotexperience,orhowarticulate

theyare.Rather,Iwanttoseehowhe/shecanrespectdifferencesof

opinionandworkaroundthese,whileextendingtheirownstanceso

thatitencompassesmoreoftheotherswithoutcompromisingtheir

ownstand,therebyreachingacceptable,andpracticalsolutions.

Thefollowingpagesaresupposedguideyouwiththeagendaaswell

astheCouncil.TheGuidetouchesuponallthedifferentaspectsthat

arerelevantandisexpectedtocontributetofruitfulspeakingsessions

intheCouncil.However,ithastobenotedthatthebackgroundguide

onlycontainsbasicinformationwhichmayformthebasisforthe

speechandyourresearch.

Ihopethatyouputinsubstantialeffortstoresearchandgetallofthe

importantfacetsoftheagenda.Let’smaketheCouncil’sdirectionand

debatepositiveandproductive.

GoodluckDelegates.

ABHISHEKPURI

Chairperson
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AGENDA-PROTECTIONOFCHILDRENINARMEDCONFLICTS.

INTRODUCTIONTOUNICEF

TheUnitedNationsChildren’sFund(UNICEF)isaprogrammeand

fundoftheUnitedNations,reportingtotheEconomicandSocial

CouncilandGeneralAssembly.

In1946,UnitedNations(UN)GeneralAssembly(GA)resolution57(I)

establishedtheUNInternationalChildren’sEmergencyFund(UNICEF)

asarelieforganizationforEuropeanchildrefugeesaftertheSecond

WorldWar.

UNICEFhadbeencreatedwiththeassistanceofgovernments,non-

governmentalorganizations(NGOs),humanrightsadvocates,lawyers,

healthspecialists,socialworkers,educators,childdevelopment

experts,andreligiousleaders,anditbecamethe“mostwidelyand

rapidlyacceptedhumanrightstreatyinhistory.”

Intheearly2000s,UNICEFcommitteditselftoimplementingthe

MillenniumDevelopmentGoals(MDGs)throughfivemainstrategic

areas:youngchildsurvivalanddevelopment;basiceducationand

genderequality;HIV/AIDSandchildren;childprotection;andpolicy

analysis,advocacy,andpartnershipsforchildren’srights.11In2001,

UNICEFcreatedthe“SayYesforChildren”campaign,whichadvocated

globallyfortheinalienablerightsofchildren.

UNICEFistheprimaryentitywithintheUNsystemworkingtopromote

andprotecttherightsofchildren,whoareoftendisproportionately

affectedbyconflict,instability,andpoverty.Partnershipsareessential

tothesuccessandmpactofUNICEFprojects,whichdependupon

cooperationwithnon-governmentalorganizations,UNentities,
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MemberStates,andotherstakeholders.UNICEFisalsoinvolvedin

planningandexecutingconcreteactionfromemergencyreliefto

developmentprogramsthroughitson-the-groundpresenceinover

190countries.

INTRODUCTION

Today,itisestimatedthatapproximately 90percentofcurrentwar

casualtiesarecivilianswhileacenturyago90percentofthosewho

hadlosttheirlivesweremembersofthearmedforces.Amajorityof

theciviliancasualtiesoftodayarewomenandchildren.

Althougharmedconflictsaffectthesocietiesasawhole,children

especiallygirlsparticularlysufferinthesetimesbecauseoftheir

statusoftheirsexandthephysicalstrengthofchildreninthesociety.

Thebiggestproblembeneaththevictimizationofwomenthrough

sexualviolenceisindeed,aproblemofperspectivetowardsthe

conceptofsexandgender.Sexreferstothebiologicaland

physiologicalcharacteristicsthatdefinewhetherapersonisamanor

woman.Ontheotherhand,genderreferstothesociallyconstructed

roles,behaviorsandactivitiesthatthesocietyconsiderstobe

appropriateformenandwomen.Theinequalitycreatedandimposed

bythesocietythroughthegenderroles,leadstomanyserious

problems.Sexualviolenceduringarmedconflictsisoneofthem.

Thus,itisabsolutelyimportanttoprotectchildren'srightsduringthe

timesofarmedconflict.Providingandsecuringchildren’srightsisstill

achallengeinthe21stCentury,eveninsocietieswhicharenotactively

involvedinarmedconflicts.Thischallengeconsequentlygrowswithin

thearmedconflicts.
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Today,violationofG’srightsandmostparticularly,theusageofsexual

violenceasaweaponisoneofthebiggesthumanrightsissueofour

age.Protectingwomen’srightsandpreventinganyformofsexual

violencewouldbeatremendoussteptowardssecuringworldpeace

anddevelopment.

Thus,thisproblemshouldbeanalyzedandexaminedindetailtobe

abletocomeupwitheffectiveandcomprehensivesolutionswhichare

desperatelyneeded.

OVERVIEWOFTHEPROBLEM

Womenandgirlssuffereddisproportionatelyduringandafterwar,as
existinginequalitiesweremagnified,andsocialnetworksbrokedown,
makingthemmorevulnerabletosexualviolenceandexploitation,the
Under-Secretary-GeneralforPeacekeepingOperationstoldthe

SecurityCouncilon29thOctober,2003.
Whenevertherehasbeenconflict,womenandchildrenhavebeen
knowntoreceivethehardendofthestick.Womenandchildrenare
oftenthemostvulnerableandpronetobeinghitthehardest.

Throughouthistoryweseeexamplesofterribleabusesagainst
womenandchildren.Fromthe1.1millionchildrenkilledduringthe
Holocausttothemanywomenandchildrenrapedorkilledduringthe
RwandanGenocide.
Womenwhosurvivetheseatrocitiesoftenhavetolivewiththevivid
andterrifyingimagesofrape,waranddeathfortherestoftheirlives.
Theyalsosufferfromsexuallytransmitteddiseases,stigmatization
andsometimesunwantedpregnancies.Theyarefacedwiththe
dauntingtaskofkeepingfamiliestogetherafterdisplacement,
providingfood,clothingandshelterinwhatisinmostinstances,
destroyedinfrastructure,fortheirchildrenandtheirfamilies.The
effectsofwarcontinueforyearsafterthefightingends. Manywomen
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areleftwidowedandmanychildrenareorphaned.Womenstruggleto
sustainlivelihoodsfortheirchildrenafterconflict.

Thealltofrequentstatecollapse,protractedconflicts,civilwars,
ongoingviolence,skirmishes,andinstabilityinAfghanistan,the
DemocraticRepublicofCongo,Iraq,Nigeria,Pakistan,andSomalia
paintapictureofaworldinthemidstofaseriouscrisisofconscience,
whichputstheefficacyofpoliticalglobalgovernancebodies,
internationalorganizations,andgoverninginternationallegalregimes
inquestion.

Intheinter-andintra-statewars,womenandchildrenarethemost
common,helplessanddefenselessvictimsofconflict,whosuffer
debilitatinglong-termconsequences.Whilstsevereconflict,state
failure,civilandethnicwarsincreasemalemortalityduetodirect
participation,femalemortalityisaresultofindirectarmedconflict
participationwithdevastatingpublichealthimpacts.

Womensufferdisproportionately dueto “disability;poorliving
conditions;malnutrition;sexualdisease;pregnancyrelateddiseases
andintentionalinjury”inconflictandpost-conflictscenarios.Post-
traumaticstressdisorder,anxiety,depressionandsuicideareamong
someofthemorecripplingmentalhealthconditions.

Sexualviolence,rape,the‘burdenofcaringforothers’,which
increasesintimesofconflict,makeswomenaparticularlyvulnerable
atriskdemographic,whichimperilsthelivesandfuturesoftheir
childrenandcarriesgenerationaleffects.

Inaddition,theverynotionofvulnerabilitydemandsanappreciationof
whatmakespeoplevulnerable.Thisdiffersaccordingtowhetherone
ismaleorfemale,adultorchild,richorpoor,deprivedoffreedom,
displacedoramemberofthecivilianpopulationgenerally.Aswomen
andmenhavedifferent,culturally-determinedsocialroles,they
experienceconflictindifferentways.Itisimperativetorecognize
thesediversefactorsofvulnerabilityandtheirconsequencesinorder
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toadaptresponsesaccordingly.

TheWorldHealthReport2001, estimated that‘310,000deaths[in
2000alone]weredirectlycausedbyconflict’andanaverageof4.75
yearsoflifearelostduetodirectarmedviolenceorpremature
mortalitycausedbyconflict.’

HumanitarianNGOsestimatethatduringthelasttenyears,an
estimated10millionchildrenhavealsobeenkilledasaresultof
armedconflicts,whiletheyoungsurvivorshavebeenlefttraumatized,
exploited,wounded,mutilatedordisabled.

Separationfromparentsandtheextendedfamilymakeschildren
vulnerabletosexualvictimizationandciviliantargetsofantipersonnel
mineandclusterbombmaiminginadditiontoinvoluntaryenlistment
aschildsoldiersorimprisonmentandforcedlabor.Lackofaccessto
healthcare,basicsanitation,andeducationhasirreversiblelifetime
consequences.

Oneineveryninechildrenisraisedinaconflictzone,accordingtoa
UNICEFreportreleasedonTuesday.Twohundredandfiftymillion
youngpeoplearelivinginwarzonesandwiththenumberofpeople
fleeingtheseregionsatitshighestsinceWorldWarII,everysecond
refugeeisachild.
In2015alone,some75millionchildrenwerebornintoconflictzones,
saidthereport.Whatcomplicatesmatters,theUNagencysaid,isthat
ontopoftheriskstohealthandsafety,regionalviolenceblocks
accesstoeducation.

Amongthemostsevereproblemswhichallchildrenandwomenface
duringarmedconflictsisaheightenedriskofrape,sexualhumiliation,
prostitutionandotherformsofgender-basedviolence.Womenofall
agesaretargets,butadolescentgirlsareespeciallyvulnerable.While
mostvictimshavebeengirls,youngboysarealsorapedorforcedinto
prostitution-althoughsuchcasesaregenerallyunder-reported.
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Recentdevelopmentsinwarfarehavesignificantlyheightenedthe
dangersforchildren.Duringthelastdecade,itisestimated(andthese
figures,whilespecific,arenecessarilyordersofmagnitude)thatchild
victimshaveincluded:

 2millionkilled;
 4-5milliondisabled;
 12millionlefthomeless;
 morethan1millionorphanedorseparatedfromtheirparents;
 some10millionpsychologicallytraumatized

Weknowthatnumerousarmedgroupsarerecruitingandusing
childrenforlogisticalsupport,handlingammunition,manning
checkpointsandascombatants.Recruitmentofchildrenorpressure
tojoingroupsisalsooccurringamongrefugeepopulationsin
neighboringcountries-adisturbingtrend.

Itissaidthatchildrenwhowitnessthekillingsanddestructionaround
them,childrenwhoareseparatedfromtheirfamilies,andchildrenwho
areabusedsexuallyandotherwise,veryoftensufferfrom
psychologicalandemotionaldistress.

DEFINITIONS

1.WHATISAWAR?

War isastateofarmedconflictbetweensocieties.Itis
generallycharacterizedbyextremeaggression,destruction,
andmortality,usingregularorirregularmilitaryforces.

astateofusuallyopenanddeclaredarmedhostileconflict
betweenstatesornations.

astateofhostility,conflict,orantagonism.
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astruggleorcompetitionbetweenopposingforcesorfor
aparticularend.

2.WHATAREWARZONES/CONFLICTZONES?

azoneinwhichbelligerentsarewagingwar; broadly : an
areamarkedbyextremeviolence.

adesignatedareaespeciallyonthehighseaswithinwhich
rightsofneutralsarenotrespectedbyabelligerentnationin
timeofwar.

acombatzonewheremilitaryoperationsarecoordinated.

aregioninwhichawarisbeingfought.

(duringwartime)acombatareainwhichtherightsofneutrals
aresuspended,assuchanareaonthehighseas,whereships
flyinganeutralflagaresubjecttoattack.

Conflictzonereferstowarorpoliticalinstabilitythatdisrupts
essentialservicessuchashousing,transportation,
communication,sanitation,water,andhealthcarewhich
requirestheresponseofpeopleoutsideofthecommunity
affected.

A.CHILDRENHEALTHUNDERATTACK

Thousandsofchildrendieeachyearasadirectresultofarmed
violence,butmillionsmorediefromtheindirectconsequencesof
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warfare-asaresultofthedisruptioninfoodsupplies,destructionof
healthservices,watersystemsandsanitation.

Inpoorcountrieswherechildrenarealreadyvulnerabletomalnutrition
anddisease,theonsetofarmedconflictcanincreasedeathratesby
upto24times-withtheunder-fiveyearsatparticularrisk.Theindirect
effectsofwarareprofound,under-appreciatedandpreventable.
Epidemics,lackofaccesstomedicalfacilitiesorabreakdowninfood
securitymayalsobecrisiseventsthatprovidethefinalimpetusto
conflictinsomecases.Populationdisplacementworsenshygieneand
facilitatesthespreadofcommunicablediseases.Preliminaryresearch
suggeststhatforeverybattledeath,manymorepeopledieasaresult
ofdiseaseorotherfactorsconnectedtothewar.Malaria,acute
respiratoryinfections,diarrhoealdiseases,vaccine-preventableand
otherinfectiousdiseasescontinuetobetheleadingcausesof
morbidity,disabilityandmortalityamongchildren.

B.PSYCHOLOGICALPROBLEMS

Childrenmaydisplayawiderangeofemotionalandphysiological
reactionsfollowingadisaster.Severetraumaduringchildhoodcan
haveadevastatingeffectonthedevelopmentofthebrainandall
functionsmediatedbythiscomplexorgan.Posttraumaticstress
responseshavebeendocumentedinchildrenwhohavesuffered
traumaticlossoftheirparents,siblingsandpeers.Themoresevere
psychologicalreactionsareassociatedwithvariablessuchasahigher
degreeofexposure(e.g.,lifethreat,directphysicalinjury,witnessinga
deathorinjury),closerproximitytothedisaster,historyofprior
traumas,femalegender,poorparentalresponseandparental
psychopathology.Childrenwhoaredirectlyaffectedbytheconflict,
includingbombardmentandhomedemolition,developedgreater
incidenceofpost-traumaticstressdisorders(PTSD)andfear.Children
livinginwarzonescanexpressacutedistressfromvarioustraumatic
eventsthroughemotionalproblemsthatmaymanifestasPTSD,
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dissociativedisorders,anxietyandsubstanceabuse.

A.SEXUALVIOLENCEAGAINSTGIRLSINWARZONES

Sexualviolenceisusedasastrategyoraweaponofwarduringarmed
conflicts.Itisoftencondonedorevenencouragedbytheauthorities
andismotivatedbyavarietyoffactors.Acommonlyheldperspective
towardssexualviolencethroughoutthehistoryisthatwomenare
consideredas"spoils"ofwartowhichsoldiersareentitled.Sexual
slaverywasusedasameansoftroopmollificationandmotivation:
womenhadbeengiventosoldiersandsexuallyabusedinorderto
rewardandmotivatethem.xliThisnotionismainlycausedbythe
objectificationofwomenwhichisarootedbeliefwithinpatriarchyand
oneofthebiggestobstaclesregardingwomen’srightasawhole.

Anotherreasontheusageofsexualviolenceasaweaponistheaim
ofdemoralizingtheadversarygroup.Specificallyinsocietiesinwhich
thehonourofwomenandsexualityareconsideredtobeclosely
related,menwhohavefailedto"protecttheirwomen"arehumiliated.
Inmanycommunalsocieties,therapeofawomaninaislikelyto
affectnotonlythevictimbutthewholefamilyanddestroythepride
anddignityofthecommunity.Thedemoralization,shameand
intimidationthereforeforcelargegroupsofpeopletotakeflight.To
putitinotherwords,sexualviolenceisoftenusedinordertoterrorize
thepopulationandacceleratetheforceddisplacementofmasses.

Inthe“LivesBlownApart”report,AmnestyInternationalhaddescribed
sexualviolence“asaweapontodestabilisecommunitiesandsow
terror”.
Inaddition,itcanbeusedasaformofpunishment,particularlywhere
womenarepoliticallyactiveorareresisting,threateningpeopleand
dissuadinganykindofopposition.
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Lastbutnotleast,sexualviolencecanbeusedforethniccleansing
purposes,inordertochangetheethnicmakeupofthenewgeneration.

WHATHASBEENDONE?

Inrecentyears,muchattentionhasbeendevotedbyinternational
organizations,non-governmentalorganizations(NGOs),academics
andcertaingovernmentstotheplight,needsandrightsofwomenand
childrenaffectedbyarmedconflict.Forexample,theInternational
CommitteeoftheRedCross(ICRC)publishedWomenFacingWar
(2001),astudyontheimpactofarmedconflictonwomen;theUnited
NationsSecurityCounciladoptedSecurityCouncilResolution1325on
“Women,PeaceandSecurity”(2000)whichresultedintheproduction
ofanumberofstudiesonthistheme,bytheDivisionforthe
AdvancementofWomen(2002)andUNIFEM(2002).

InternationalHumanitarianLaw(IHL)triestoprotectthewounded,
sick,prisonersofwarandciviliansinthehandsofenemies.Though
IHLinstrumentsseemtobecomprehensive,theydonotcoverthefull
rangeofhumansufferingcausedbywar.

ThefourGenevaConventionsof1949andtheirAdditionalProtocols
of1977andcustomaryIHLprovidethisgeneralprotection.IHL
requireshumanetreatmentforthewoundedandsick,prisonersand
civilianscaughtupinaconflict,withoutany“adversedistinction”
basedonsex,race,nationality,religion,politicalopinions,orany
similarcriteria.TheprovisionsofIHLalsoforbidhostage-takingand
theuseofhumanshields.

Furthermore,theFourthGenevaConventioncontainsanumberof
articleswhichprovidespecialprotectiontochildren.
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Stridesandeffortscontinuetobemadetobringwomentothe
forefrontasagentsofpeaceandpositivepoliticalchange.TheUN
SecurityCouncilrecognizeswomen’sinclusionstrengthensprospects
ofsustainablepeace.InOctober2000,theresolution1325was
adoptedwhichrecognizestheroleofwomeninstrengtheningtheir
participationindecision-making,endingsexualviolenceandimpunity
andprovidinganaccountabilitysystem.

UNWomenalsosupportsprojectsthatfocusonincreasingwomen’s
participationindecision-making,promotingtheuseofgender
perspectivesinpolicydevelopment,strengtheningtheprotectionof
womenaffectedbyconflict,counteringconflict-relatedsexual
violence, amplifyingcallsforaccountabilityandadvancingthestatus
ofwomen inpost-conflictsettings.

Whileconventionandtreatylawhasoverthelastfiftyyearsvigorously
extendedthenormativeframeworkforactionandofferedprotections
tothemostvulnerablemembersofsocietywhilealsopreserving
principlesofequalityandnon-discriminationunderlaw,ourconflict-
riddentwenty-firstcenturyhasyettomakegoodonthelofty
promises quaactionablerights enshrinedininternationallaw,
particularlywithregardstowomenandchildren.

CONCLUSION

Violationsofwomen’sandchildren’srightsinarmedconflictsarea
veryimportantandcurrentproblemwhichhumanityneedsto
eliminateimmediately.Violenceagainstthemhastakenmanylives,
destroyedthehonoranddignityofmillionsandhasdisruptedmany
familiesandsocieties,leavingtraumatictracesinmanycultures.This
destructiveshameofhumanitystillcontinues.Bothgendersneedto
takeastep,handlethisproblemandworktogetherforpeace,gender
equality,betteropportunitiesandforrebuildingsocieties.
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Thesolutionsrequiretheworld’scommitmenttoworkononeofthe
darkestsidesofarmedconflicts.Despitethegreatchallenges,
possibleeffectiveandcomprehensivesolutionscouldsavelivesand
beatremendoussteptowardsworldpeace.
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