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“Debate and deliberation is how you stir the soul of a democracy”
-Jesse Jackson

Greetings delegates,
It gives me immense pleasure to welcome you all as delegates at CENMUN‘23. I
hope you’re as excited as I am about being a part of this conference. To the MUN
veterans out there, we promise you a very enriching debate and to the newcomers,
we promise you a memorable first experience! A MUN inculcates in you, oratory
skills, cajoling negotiations, in-depth research and if I start making a list of the
qualities, the entire background guide might talk just about it! With this said, a
committee simulation is meaningful and successful only when the delegates are
well prepared. To aid in your research preparation, we have spent hours
researching and writing this Background Guide. The Background Guide serves as
an introduction to your respective committee and an overview of the topics that
you will be debating over the course of the conference. Also, it is to be considered
that this guide is only a basic outline to direct you with regards to the agenda; you
are advised not to rely on this totally. What we desire from the delegates is not
experience, or how articulate they are. Rather, we want to see how she/he can
respect differences of opinion and work around these, while extending their own
stance so that it encompasses more of the others without compromising their own
stand, thereby reaching acceptable, and practical solutions. Moreover, we would
require you all to be through with the research and implement it in a wise way in
the committee. Also, the Executive Board only thinks the matter at hand is
somewhat objected to this way, this is entirely subjected to different perceptions
of different people. Any contradictions if at all occur, this guide is not to be taken
as a binding or ruling document. We would insist that you follow this research
pattern:

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD



Read about your country
Read the relation of your country with the agenda centric countries
Read about those countries, the trade, cultural, historic and diplomatic   relations between your
country and them
Read about the agenda,
Read about the previous UN actions, resolutions and conventions,

 I sincerely hope that this simulation of UNHRC will help you 
gain
experience to become better professionals in future. We are     always at your
disposal and please feel free to clear your doubts. You can ask  us questions,
or you could come with answers. We would like you much  better that way!

Nayan Sarawgi
Vice-Chairperson
nayan.sarawgi@gmail.com



BASIC SUGGESTIONS BEFORE YOU START RESEARCHING:
 
Few aspects that delegates should keep in mind while preparing:

Procedure: The purpose of putting in procedural rules in any committee is to
ensure a more organized and efficient debate. The committee will follow the
UNA-USA Rules of Procedure, a link for which has been provided in the last
section of this Guide. Although the Executive Board shall be fairly strict with
the Rules of Procedure, the discussion of agenda will be the main priority. So,
delegates are advised not to restrict their statements due to hesitation regarding
procedure. 

Foreign Policy: Following the foreign policy of one’s country is the most
important aspect of a Model UN Conference. This is what essentially
differentiates a Model UN from other debating formats. To violate one’s
foreign policy without adequate reason is one of the worst mistakes a delegate
can make.

Role of the Executive Board: The Executive Board is appointed to facilitate
debate. The committee shall decide the direction and flow of debate. The
delegates are the ones who constitute the committee and hence must be
uninhibited while presenting their opinions/stance on any issue. However, the
Executive Board may put forward questions and/or ask for clarifications at all
points of time to further debate and test participants. A challenging, yet highly
rewarding committee, involvement in this simulation offers an insight into the
dynamics of international relations and politics. Lots of work will be required
but as previous participants in similar simulations ourselves, we promise you an
exciting experience.



NATURE OF SOURCES/EVIDENCE:

This Background Guide is meant solely for research purposes and must not be cited as
evidence to substantiate statements made during the conference. Evidence or proof for
substantiating statements made during formal debate is acceptable from the following
sources.

1. United Nations: Documents and findings by the United Nations or any related UN
body is held as credible proof to support a claim or argument.

2. Multilateral Organizations: Documents from international organizations like
NATO, NAFTA, SAARC, BRICS, EU, ASEAN, OPEC, the International Criminal
Court, etc. may also be presented as credible sources of information.

3. Government Reports: These reports can be used in a similar way as the State
Operated News Agencies reports and can, in all circumstances, be denied by another
country. However, a nuance is that a report that is being denied by a certain country
can still be accepted by the Executive Board as a credible piece of information. 

4. News Sources:
 a. Reuters: Any Reuters article that clearly makes mention of the fact or is in
contradiction of the fact being stated by a delegate in council. 

b. State operated News Agencies: These reports can be used in the support of or
against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or substantial
enough, can be used in support of or against any country as such but in that situation,
may be denied by any other country in the council. Some examples are – RIA
Novosti8 (Russian Federation), Xinhua News Agency11 (People’s Republic of China),
etc

Note: Under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia, or newspapers like the
Guardian, Times of India etc. be accepted as sources of proof. However,
notwithstanding the aforementioned criteria for acceptance of sources and evidence,
delegates are still free to quote/cite from any source as they deem fit as a part of their
statements.



About the Committee
 

UNHRC (United Nations Human Rights Council)
 

The United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) was established by the UN General
Assembly with the passing of resolution 60/251 in 2006. The first UNHRC session occurred
in June of that year. Over the course of 2006 and 2007, its mechanisms and functions were
formed, and it was established as an “intergovernmental body within the United Nations
system responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around
the globe and for addressing situations of human rights violations and making
recommendations on them”. The main objective of the UNHRC is to draw attention to
human rights issues, discuss them, and give suggestions about how to properly address them
and provide justice to those affected. The council is composed of 47 UN Member States
elected by the General Assembly. 

The UNHRC replaced the UN Commission on Human Rights, which was created in 1946
to “weave the international legal fabric that protects our fundamental rights and freedom”.
Some reforms implemented in the UNHRC included the Universal Periodic Review
mechanism, which allows the UNHRC to investigate human rights situations in all UN
Member States. Another was the Advisory Committee, which serves as the UNHRC’s
“think tank” to offer “expertise and advice on thematic human rights issues”. A system to
process “complaints” was also added, where human rights violations could be brought to
the attention of UNHRC. Finally, the UNHRC works with UN Special Procedures,6 which
include special rapporteurs, representatives, independent experts, and working groups
which look to monitor human rights around the world. Fundamentally, the purpose of the
UNHRC is to promote international human rights standards.



Briefing the Agenda
Middle Eastern Conflicts

 

Conflicts in any region whether it be the Middle East or any part of the
world, they cause a lot of humanitarian loss and it also leads to human rights violations.
Human rights are recently being too much violated in the Middle East because of the conflicts
going on in this region.

In the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East, the violation of human rights has been a deeply
troubling and persistent issue. These violations span a wide spectrum, including but not limited
to, the indiscriminate targeting of civilians, forced displacement, and denial of access to basic
necessities such as food, clean water, and medical care. Perhaps most concerning is the erosion
of fundamental freedoms, such as freedom of speech and assembly, as governments and armed
groups clamp down on dissent and independent media.

In places of conflict, millions of innocent victims of wars are fleeing from what have become
regions of immense political instability, destabilization, violence, war, and persecution. And
with the refugees—also known as internally displaced persons (IDPs)—increasing steeply in
recent years, 89.3 million people worldwide were forcibly displaced, according to the UN. Our
committee defines post conflict regions as any regions in war/civil war and calls to attention
those in the Middle East, including but not limited to Afghanistan, Iraq, Israel, Syria, and
Yemen.

As our committee strives to address a broad issue regarding human rights in Middle Eastern
conflicts, the aim of our committee’s agenda, consequently, is not to set specific policies
representing the needs and priorities of individual countries, but to establish broadly applicable
principles that may guide institutions and policies in the region.
Endeavoring to meet the pressing social needs and building durable peace in the Middle East,
the international community can play a crucial part in assisting the regions of conflict to avoid
repeating their history of conflicts. With the combined efforts of delegates, solutions to this
agenda may have a substantial impact on the future of the Middle East.

The region's conflicts have also witnessed the recruitment and exploitation of child soldiers, as
well as the destruction of cultural heritage sites that hold profound historical and cultural
significance. The human toll of these violations is immeasurable, causing immense suffering to
countless individuals and exacerbating the already dire humanitarian crises in the region.
Addressing these rights violations and ensuring accountability for perpetrators is paramount
for any lasting peace and stability in the Middle East



Role of Terrorism in Middle Eastern Conflicts
 

Terrorism has played a multifaceted role in Middle Eastern conflicts, with
significant implications for regional stability and global security. Some conflicts
in the region involve terrorist groups, such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda, which exploit
existing grievances and conflicts to further their extremist agendas through acts of
terror. These groups seek to destabilize areas, disrupt governance, and escalate
violence. State-sponsored terrorism, where governments support non-state actors
engaged in terrorism, is another dimension, adding complexity to regional
dynamics. Terrorism often leads to the radicalization and recruitment of
disenfranchised youth, with the allure of extremist groups heightened during
times of conflict. The humanitarian consequences are severe, including attacks on
civilian infrastructure and mass displacement. Counterterrorism efforts, while
aimed at combating terrorism, sometimes result in human rights abuses,
contributing to tensions. Furthermore, terrorism in the Middle East has global
implications, affecting regional and global security. Addressing terrorism requires
a comprehensive approach, including efforts to resolve underlying conflicts,
counter extremist ideologies, promote good governance, and ensure respect for
human rights, as well as international cooperation and diplomacy to combat this
complex challenge



Case Studies
 

Syrian Civil War: The Syrian civil war, ongoing for over a decade, is
marked by widespread human rights abuses, with foreign intervention
exacerbating the crisis. Civilians endure indiscriminate attacks, chemical warfare, and
displacement. Foreign powers have fueled the conflict, prioritizing geopolitical interests
over human rights. Torture, disappearances, and extrajudicial killings are rampant.
Children are recruited by foreign-backed groups, while humanitarian aid is obstructed. The
international community must prioritize peace negotiations and ensure foreign intervention
respects Syrians' basic rights and dignity.

Israel Palestine Conflict:The Israel-Palestine conflict has been marked by persistent human
rights violations, further complicated by foreign
intervention. It has resulted in civilian casualties, property destruction, and displacement.
Foreign actors have played a significant role by providing military aid and diplomatic
support to various parties, sometimes exacerbating tensions. This international
involvement has overshadowed the imperative for a peaceful resolution that respects
fundamental rights, including the right to life, freedom from discrimination, and self-
determination. Addressing these human rights violations remains critical for a just and
lasting solution, grounded in international law and human rights principles

Sudan Conflict: Ongoing and escalating human rights abuses in Sudan include sexual
violence against women and girls, attacks on ethnic groups, and the targeting of civilian
infrastructure, such as hospitals. There are indiscriminate aerial raids, enforced
disappearances, torture, and the use of child soldiers. It's crucial for humanitarian
organizations to have unrestricted access to the region to aid both Sudan and neighboring
countries dealing with refugees. The Treaty of Jeddah, led by Saudi Arabia and the United
States, is seen positively as a step toward dialogue and lasting peace. 

Yemeni War: After nine years of war, Yemen remains the world’s worst humanitarian
crisis. An estimated 4.5 million people—14 percent of the population—are currently
displaced, most of whom have been displaced multiple times over a number of years. Two-
thirds of the population of Yemen—21.6 million people are in dire need of humanitarian
assistance and protection services. The risk of a large-scale famine in the country has never
been more acute. Tens of thousands are already living in famine-like conditions, with a
staggering six million more just one step away from it



Conclusion
 

In summary, the Middle East is a region deeply scarred by long standing
conflicts, many of which have resulted in widespread and persistent human
rights violations. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has seen a history of
displacement, violence, and restricted access to basic necessities for
Palestinians. The Syrian civil war has witnessed indiscriminate bombings,
chemical attacks, and the displacement of millions, with human rights abuses ranging
from torture to the recruitment of child soldiers. In Yemen, the war has brought about
one of the world's most severe humanitarian crises, markedby famine, disease, and
attacks on civilians, raising grave concerns about the violation of basic rights.

Foreign intervention has often exacerbated these conflicts, as various
international actors have supported different sides, further fueling violence and
complicating peace efforts. In some instances, the interests of foreign powers have
overshadowed the imperative to address human rights violations and promote the well-
being of civilians.

Addressing these conflicts and their human rights implications is paramount for the
region's stability. Achieving lasting peace and justice necessitates international
collaboration, adherence to international law, and efforts to ensure accountability for
human rights abuses. The Middle East's complex web of conflicts underscores the urgent
need for a comprehensive approach that places the well-being and rights of its people at
the forefront of all peace and negotiation efforts



Questions A Resolution Must Answer
 

1. What immediate actions are necessary in conflict zones to
effectively address terrorism and instability?

2. What measures are in place to protect the rights of minority
groups, including religious and ethnic minorities, in the Middle
East?

3. How do member states in the Middle East address issues
related to freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and internet
censorship, and what are the implications for human rights?

4. How can the international community support efforts to
promote human rights and stability in the Middle East, and
what role can the UNHRC play in these efforts?

5. What specific instances of human rights violations have been
documented in the Middle East in recent years, and what steps
have been taken to address them?

6. How are member states cooperating to ensure the protection of
human rights in the Middle East, and what challenges have
they encountered in these efforts?

7. What initiatives are being taken to ensure access to education
and healthcare for all populations in the region, especially
those affected by ongoing conflicts?

8. What strategies are in place to promote and protect the rights
of children in conflict-affected areas in the Middle East?
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